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Abstract

Had financial reporting irregularities been limited to Enron, this paper might have
focused on methods of incorporating a study of Enron as an ongoing case in the
intermediate financial accounting sequence. Unfortunately, Enron was only the first of a
parade of firms with financial reporting irregularities. The end result is that the
accounting profession is forever changed. The question of interest in this paper is the
extent to which these changes to the accounting profession represent opportunities for
accounting programs at Christian liberal arts colleges.

In this paper | argue that these changes to the accounting profession represent
opportunities for accounting programs at Christian liberal arts colleges. First, post-Enron
there is a greater premium placed on ethical behavior in the accounting profession. In
this regard, the Christian component of a Christian liberal arts education offers a
comparative advantage for providing ethical graduates, graduates who value honesty and
integrity as ends in themselves, not as means to attaining greater control over created
material things. Second, post-Enron the transition in accounting education from the
preparer to user perspective will continue at an increased pace, with the user perspective
placing a greater premium on accountants skilled in critical thinking, problem solving
and communication. In this regard, the liberal arts component of a Christian liberal arts
education offers a comparative advantage for providing graduates skilled in critical
thinking, problem solving and communication.

The unanswered question is the extent to which accounting programs at Christian
liberal arts colleges will take advantage of these opportunities. Transitioning from the
preparer to user perspective offers long-run benefits, but such a transition carries short-
run costs. Both accounting educators and their administrators must be willing to incur
these short-run costs in order to realize the long-run benefits. Given the short-run focus
that often goes with enrollment driven institutions, accounting educators may first need to
educate their administrators concerning the necessity of transitioning from the preparer to
user perspective, the short-run costs of such a transition, and the long-run benefits of such
a transition.
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